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About Sharpsburg

How can we address 
multiple challenges with 
very limited resources?

~3,400 residents • .63 sq. miles
23% of residents have no car

27% of residents live in poverty
13.2% unemployment rate

Air Pollution & Flooding

Photo by Nanci Goldberg



• Safety & Health
• Workforce Development
• Economic Development
• Community Vision Plan

Why Complete 
Streets?

Photo by Jan Pakler for the Tribune Review



Existing Crosswalks
Popular Unmarked Crossing Areas
Businesses or Public Parks

Public 
Safety
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• USDA-designated food 
desert

• 27% smoking rate
• No primary care doctor in 

borough limits

• High rates of hypertension
• ~20% of residents are living 

with a disability

• Air pollution

Public Health



• Improve pedestrian/public 
transit experience

• Make Sharpsburg Business 
District more walkable + 
accessible

• Better connect to neighboring 
communities + employment 
centers

Workforce & 
Economic 
Development
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How We Did It (with lots of help)
1.) Engaging knowledgeable partners
2.) Affirming public buy-in and understanding needs and challenges
3.) Drafting and passing the resolution
4.) Incorporating the principles into every decision (small and large)
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Engaging 
Knowledgeable 
Partners

• CONNECT
• American Heart 

Association
• Bike Pittsburgh
• PA WalkWorks
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• Complete Streets Postcards
• Community Vision Plan 

Workshops

Affirming Public 
Buy-In

Photo by Christine Manganas for the Tribune Review



Community Vision & Design Plan
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Drafting &
Passing the 
Resolution

• Adapted from Borough of 
Elizabethtown and City of 
Pittsburgh policies

• Advocacy to Borough Council 
from Bike Pittsburgh and PA 
WalkWorks
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Etna-Sharpsburg 
Gateway Park
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What’s Next?
• Enforcement on new developments & improvements 

(streetscape redesign + Riverfront 47)
• Seeking grants for new infrastructure and bike/walking route 

development
• Encouraging multi-modal exploration through special events

Photo by Nanci Goldberg Photo by AIA Pittsburgh



Thank you!

For more information:
brittany@sharpsburgneighborhood.org

412-407-7661


